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Il Shmuel Unit 1

Unit 1.1: David’s Reaction to Shaul’s Death

The Survivor

WHAT HAS CAUGHT HIM NOW?
1. Ralbag, 1:9
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2. Malbim 1:9
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3. Radak 1:9
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WHO IS HE?
4. Rashi 1:1
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WHY DID DAVID RIP HIS CLOTHES?
5. Radak 1:11
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David Kills the Young Man
DIDN’T DAVID ALREADY ASK HIM FROM WHERE HE CAME AND HE TOLD DAVID ‘AMALEKI’?
6. Abarbanel 1:13
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Il Shmuel Unit 1

DIDN’T SHAUL GIVE HIM PERMISSION?
7. Ralbag 1:14
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WHY DID DAVID KILL HIM?
8. Ralbag, ad loc.
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CLOSING THE CIRCLE
9. Daat mikra, Summary of the Section, R. Yehuda Kiel
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Unit 1.2 The Eulogy

Questions

WHAT IS SEFER HAYASHAR?
10. Yehoshua 10:13 '

2Y NN X XD 1N A DR TY TRY NN WRwn 0T
D12 K117 YK XD1 DY '¥N2 WRwi Ty 1IN 19D
.0mn
And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, Until the nation
had avenged themselves of their enemies. Is not this written
in the book of Jashar? And the sun stayed in the midst of
heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day.

11. Rashi, Yehoshua 10:13
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WHY ARE THE BNEI YEHUDA BEING TAUGHT ARCHERY? WASN’T SHAUL FROM BINYAMIN?
13. Metuzdos, Il Shmuel 1:18

(M LN NWKID) N2 MNXIY NNNN NI, W 1AD DY NN 1IN NINN 127N KON . NN nan
, TN XN AN 21T (T2 DMAT) IR, "1 PANR QNI 1T PAXK NPT AR NN
JPINN DTN 25N DA, DYNIN MT2D, NN

14. Radak, ad loc
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Il Shmuel Unit 1
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15. Malbim, ad loc.
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WHAT DOES THE WORD ‘TZVI’ MEAN HEAR? DOESN’T SOUND SO MUCH LIKE A DEAR.
16. Metzudos 1:19
D, NTMNNN YN YIX DN MY NX ORI 2NN MDY WAl 102 1N0pY NV NNy DOIN ; ININD
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WHY NO RAIN TO THE MOUNTAIN OF GILBOA?
17. Malbim 1:21
MOTOW 1N P71 WY W i XY 1D XY, 1nwa Myn NOan N ,1Nwa men Y1 DiIRY an
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18. Macbeth, II:4
ROSS

Ha, good father,
Thou seest the heavens, as troubled with man’s
act,
Threatens his bloody stage. By th' clock ’tis day,
And yet dark night strangles the travelling lamp.
Is 't night’'s predominance or the day’s shame
That darkness does the face of Earth entomb
When living light should kiss it?
OLD MAN

'Tis unnatural,
Even like the deed that’s done. On Tuesday last,
A falcon, tow'ring in her pride of place,
Was by a mousing owl hawked at and killed.
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN NOT TO SEPARATE IN YOUR DEATH?
19. Radak 1:23
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20. Ralbag 1:23
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WHY IS THE SUCCESS IN LIFE SEEM TO BE CAPTURED IN THE WAY THE WOMEN RESPOND -
THE PHILISTINE ONES NOT SCOFFING AND THE ISRAELITE ONES MOURNING OVER SHAUL?
21. Ralbag 1:24
NOY 1" MY HXIW N DNYOYAN YV INNOND 1IN D D NN .02 IR ON NI na
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT YONATAN’S LOVE WAS MORE THAN THE LOVE OF
WOMEN?
“David is Super Gay” , Meig Dickson

| 22.Mishna, Avos 5:16
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(16) Any love that is dependent on something, when that thing perishes, the love
perishes. But {a love} that is not dependent on something, does not ever perish. What's {an example
ofl a love that is dependent on something? That's the love of Amnon and Tamar. And {a love} that is
not dependent on something? That's the love of David and Jonathan.
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23. Rambam, ad loc.
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Impact on Liturgy
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Il Shmuel Unit 1

Unit 1.3 - The Two Deaths of Shaul

Two accounts of Death of Shaul

Account One

24. |1 Shmuel 31:1-7
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1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel, and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell down slain in mount
Gilboa. 2 And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and
Malchishua, the sons of Saul. 3 And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers overtook him; and he was in great anguish
by reason of the archers. 4 Then said Saul to his armour-bearer: 'Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith; lest these
uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and make a mock of me.' But his armour-bearer would not; for he was sore afraid.
Therefore Saul took his sword, and fell upon it. 5 And when his armour-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he likewise fell upon his
sword, and died with him. 6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armour-bearer, and all his men, that same day
together. 7 And when the men of Israel that were on the other side of the valley, and they that were beyond the Jordan, saw that
the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled; and the Philistines came and dwelt
in them.

Account Two

25. 1l Shmuel 1:6-10
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6 And the young man that told him said: 'As I happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, behold, Saul leaned upon his spear; and,
lo, the chariots and the horsemen pressed hard upon him. 7 And when he looked behind him, he saw me, and called unto me. And

I answered: Here am 1. 8 And he said unto me: Who art thou? And I answered him: [ am an Amalekite. 9 And he said unto me:
Stand, I pray thee, beside me, and slay me, for the agony hath taken hold of me; because my life is just yet in me. 10 So I stood
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Il Shmuel Unit 1

beside him, and slew him, because I was sure that he could not live after that he was fallen; and I took the crown that was upon
his head, and the bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought them hither unto my lord.’

Reconciling the Accounts
26. Radak, | Shmuel 31:5
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Tanach’s Approach
27. | Divrei Hayamim 10:1
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1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell down slain in mount
Gilboa. 2 And the Philistines followed hard after Saul and after his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and
Malchi-shua, the sons of Saul. 3 And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers overtook him; and he was in anguish by
reason of the archers. 4 Then said Saul unto his armour-bearer: 'Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith; lest these
uncircumcised come and make a mock of me.' But his armour-bearer would not, for he was sore afraid. {S} Therefore Saul took
his sword, and fell upon it. 5 And when his armour-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he likewise fell upon his sword, and
died.{S} 6 So Saul died, and his three sons; and all his house died together. 7 And when all the men of Israel that were in the
valley saw that [Israel] fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook their cities, and fled; and the Philistines came
and dwelt in them. {S} 8 And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and
his sons fallen in mount Gilboa. 9 And they stripped him, and took his head, and his armour, and sent into the land of the
Philistines round about, to carry the tidings unto their idols, and to the people. 10 And they put his armour in the house of their
gods, and fastened his head in the house of Dagon.{S} 11 And when all Jabesh-gilead heard all that the Philistines had done to
Saul, 12 all the valiant men arose, and took away the body of Saul, and the bodies of his sons, and brought them to Jabesh, and
buried their bones under the terebinth in Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 13 So Saul died for his transgression which he
committed against the LORD, because of the word of the LORD, which he kept not; and also for that he asked counsel of a
ghost, to inquire thereby, 14 and inquired not of the LORD; therefore He slew him, and turned the kingdom unto David the
son of Jesse.

28. Kohelles 7:17
ZIRY N22 MnD NP2 52D "NRTOX N0 YWInTOX
29. Rashi, ad loc.
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Rabbi Ya’akov Trump 8 of 12



Il Shmuel Unit 1

What is the Sin?

Sin One: Battle Against Plishtim

30. | Shmuel 13:8-14
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8 And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that Samuel had appointed; but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people
were scattered from him. 9 And Saul said: 'Bring hither to me the burnt-offering and the peace-offerings.' And he offered the
burnt-offering. 10 And it came to pass that, as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt-offering, behold, Samuel came;
and Saul went out to meet him, that he might salute him. 11And Samuel said: 'What hast thou done?' And Saul said: 'Because 1
saw that the people were scattered from me, and that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that the Philistines
assembled themselves together against Michmas; 12 therefore said 1: Now will the Philistines come down upon me to Gilgal, and
I have not entreated the favour of the LORD; I forced myself therefore, and offered the burnt-offering.' {S} 13 And Samuel said to
Saul: 'Thou hast done foolishly; thou hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which He commanded thee; for now
would the LORD have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. 14 But now thy kingdom shall not continue; the LORD hath
sought him a man after His own heart, and the LORD hath appointed him to be prince over His people, because thou hast not
kept that which the LORD commanded thee.’

Sin Two: Battle Against Amalek

| Shmuel 15:10-15
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10 Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying: 11 'It repenteth Me that I have set up Saul to be king; for he is turned
back from following Me, and hath not performed My commandments.' And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD all
night. 12 And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning,; and it was told Samuel, saying: 'Saul came to Carmel, and, behold,
he is setting him up a monument, and is gone about, and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal.' 13 And Samuel came to Saul; and
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Saul said unto him: 'Blessed be thou of the LORD; I have performed the commandment of the LORD.' 14 And Samuel said: 'What
meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?' 15 And Saul said: 'They have
brought them from the Amalekites; for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy
God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.’

Two Ideologies

Ideology of Philistines

31. 1 Shmuel 9:15-16
YINR WK OX N2WN 1NN NYI TV INNRD JINY-K1 )22, TNX D1 ,ONINY IN-NIX 1123 ,MmnM
N2 ) ,MY-NX TN 2 n’nwbs ™ ,MNY-NX ,y’wrn IJNWVJ’ "Mmy- I7,\) 'I"}\Jb mnwm ,1712
29N INPYY
15 Now the LORD had revealed unto Samuel a day before Saul came, saying: 16 'To-morrow about this time I will send thee a

man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be prince over My people Israel, and he shall save My people out
of the hand of the Philistines; for I have looked upon My people, because their cry is come unto Me.’

32. | Shmuel 13:5
YN DN ,DY1,0'W13 D9N NYYL 137 99K DWOHY OSXIW-DY DNYNY 19DN) D RYY N2 N
N T NNTP ,&NIN1 107 19V ;1719 D'N-Naw-5y

And the Philistines assembled themselves together to fight with Israel, thirty thousand charlots and six thousand horsemen and
people as the sand which is on the sea-shore in multitude,; and they came up, and pitched in Michmas, eastward of Beth-aven.

33. 1 Shmuel 13:19

NN 27N ,DM2Y0 WY1 19--DNWY (1MNK) MNKR-2 DKW YIN D22 ,K¥1A KD WM LY, N
Now there was no smith Sfound throughout all the land of Israel; for the Philistines sald 'Lest the Hebrews make lhem swords or
spears’

34.1 Shmuel 17:4-7
NAN INY MY, DAY NINAN DAN-PIX KXY 1,0
JUNT- '7_\} ﬂWT]J yJ]D] X .Dm mMnN vy ’I_\JA
--MY0 L,ORYM RA12 KN DWRYR 1Y)
UN) NNYM M K .NYNY ,DORpY DaYN-Nwnn
AN (YV) YM T, X090 3 ,NUN) N7 10V
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4 And there went out a champion from the camp of the Philistines, named
Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 5 And he had a
helmet of brass upon his head, and he was clad with a coat of mail; and
the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of brass. 6 And he had
greaves of brass upon his legs, and a javelin of brass between his
shoulders. 7 And the shaft of his spear was like a weaver's beam; and his
spear's head weighed six hundred shekels of iron; and his shield-bearer went

before him.

35. | Shmuel 10:3-9
;9N-12 DNOND-OX DYV ,DWIN NYOY DY JINYM 2R 1ONX-TY NIXRD ,NNDD DYN Da2m 2
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3 Then shalt thou go on forward from thence, and thou shalt come to the terebinth of Tabor, and there shall meet thee there three
men going up to God to Beth-el, one carrying three kids, and another carrying three loaves of bread, and another carrying a
bottle of wine. 4 And they will salute thee, and give thee two cakes of bread; which thou shalt receive of their hand. 5 After that
thou shalt come to the hill of God, where is the garrison of the Philistines; and it shall come to pass, when thou art come
thither to the city, that thou shalt meet a band of prophets coming down from the high place with a psaltery, and a timbrel,
and a pipe, and a harp, before them; and they will be prophesying. 6 And the spirit of the LORD will come mightily upon thee,
and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be turned into another man. 7 And let it be, when these signs are come unto
thee, that thou do as thy hand shall find; for God is with thee. 8 And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and, behold, I will
come down unto thee, to offer burnt-offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace-offerings; seven days shalt thou tarry, till [
come unto thee, and tell thee what thou shalt do.' 9 And it was so, that when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, God gave
him another heart; and all those signs came to pass that day.

36. Radak, ad loc.
121 DY YR Sy DN D2X) DNY 1P ONIR DY D NYOYa PRV .0 NwHH 1N DY WK
2] X122 12T HY NN 02N DITNI DY TR YR o M7 INKRY 1IN 1N V)
DY N'NY aY TNRN DMAT WY 'N M 1YY NOXD DY 2 YN MY 1N, DYDY 1NN PThyny
DTN ORI VUM DWN DD X1 21D T DN 12N OV 1N A W NINN

37. 1 Shmuel 13:3-4
,INND YIND-D22 1912 YRN DINYY ;DAYIS ynen Y133 TWN DRYYS 218 X, N0 1)
SINIWY UN1)-DA ,0 AP 21X)-NIN bmw N270 , N2 Ny bmw bm T .DMaynavne?

2300 bmw MION DYDIPYEM n*nwba:
3 And Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the horn
throughout all the land, saying: 'Let the Hebrews hear.' 4 And all Israel heard say that Saul had smitten the garrison of the
Philistines, and that Israel also had made himself odious with the Philistines. And the people were gathered together after Saul to
Gilgal.

38. | Shmuel 17:33
PIN NI, NN Y- Ry ,0NYNY TN RYYan-OX N2%2 51N XY ,MT-5X NIRY 1N 20
1WIN NRNIN
33 And Saul said to David: 'Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for thou art but a youth, and he a
man of war from his youth.’

39. | Shmuel 14:52
,2'M-12-721,71122 WAR-53 5INY NN ;0INY M DD, 0nYYa-OY Nptn NRNYAN 'NMm 1,7 N
N ANIDNN
And there was sore war against the Philistines all the days of Saul; and when Saul saw any mighty man, or any valiant man, he
took him unto him.

Ideology of Amalek

40. Mishna Torah, Melachim 1:1
T2y DR D" (L P DMATINNIY 120 DN NN .YINZ IND)I NYYa DX 1LY Myn UOy
N7°N2AN N2 N2 ."PHNY 121 X NNRR" (L N2 DMAT)IMNIY PINY DY VI NMo0n ."1om
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Israel was enjoined with three Commandments upon entering the Land: to appoint a king, as it
says, “you shall set a king over yourselves” (Deut. 17:15); to destroy the descendents of Amalek,
as it says “erase the memory of Amalek” (Deut. 25:19); and build the Temple, as
it says, “you shall seek His habitation, and there you will come” (Deut. 12:5).

Rav Meidan

41. Shoftim 6:2-5
WK MITIND-NNX DN 112 DN Y 170 90 ;OXI-5Y 0T-T Tym 2
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2 And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel; and because of Midian the children of Israel made
them the dens which are in the mountains, and the caves, and the strongholds. 3 And so it was, when
Israel had sown, that the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the children of the east,; they came
up against them; 4 and they encamped against them, and destroyed the produce of the earth, till thou
come unto Gaza, and left no sustenance in Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass. 5 For they came up with
their cattle and their tents, and they came in as locusts for multitude; both they and their camels were without number; and they
came into the land to destroy it

.uﬁ_g
e

42.1 Shmuel 30:2
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2 and had taken captive the women and all that were therein, both small and great; they slew not any, but carried them off, and
went their way.

43. 1 Shmuel 30:11-13
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11 And they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David, and gave him bread, and he did eat; and they gave him
water to drink; 12 and they gave him a piece of a cake of figs, and two clusters of raisins; and when he had eaten, his spirit came
back to him; for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk any water, three days and three nights. {S} 13 And David said unto him: 'To
whom belongest thou? and whence art thou?' And he said: 'l am a young Egyptian, servant to an Amalekite; and my master left
me, because three days ago I fell sick.

44.1 Shmuel 15:3
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3 Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spar.e them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.’

45.1 Shmuel 15:9
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9 But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, even the young of the second birth, and the
lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them; but every thing that was of no account and feeble, that they
destroyed utterly.
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